
A book about the Flathead Watershed is incomplete without 

and transforms this place with his presence. He is not just an idea 
thought 

man with a plan

A student of conservation and an apprentice of the Flathead 

respectable a friend.

We have included this much abbreviated outline of Lex’s 
educational and conservation activities to impart the breadth of 
his involvement in the Flathead Watershed. 

  Served on the Flathead County Planning Board
  Began full-time teaching at Flathead Valley Community College 

1978-1983: Period of FBEIS work
1978: Interim Study Area Manager for FBEIS until full-time manager hired
1978-1983: FBEIS Steering Committee member

of the Flathead Watershed and establishment of the Flathead Basin Commission
1984  Co-founder of the Glacier Institute 

2006 Receives Flathead Audubon Outstanding Contribution to Conservation Education Award

Watershed Education Committee 
 Contributing Author/Editor/Reviewer for the Flathead Watershed Sourcebook: A Guide to an 

Extraordinary Place
Lifetime Achievement Stewardship Award

Dr. William Alexander (Lex) Blood
Community Activist, Conservationist, Professor Emeritus/Flathead Valley Community College

Lori Curtis
Author, Flathead Watershed Sourcebook

Science & Education Director, Whitefish Lake Institute

Lifetime Achievement Stewardship Award
(l. to r. Lori Curtis, Chris Ruffato, Mike Koopal, Lex Blood)



Lex Blood will be recognized by 
Flathead Audubon at its December 
meeting for his outstanding 
contributions to conservation 
education and his crucial support 
for and participation in many 
local projects engaged in the 
preservation of the Flathead’s 
landscape, environment and 
wildlife. The presentation of this 

will be made by Ben Long.

than 35 years a Flathead Valley 

conservationist. He is a respected 
elder of the Flathead conservation 

with few peers.

University for two years. After 

he received a business degree from 
University of Virginia and a doctorate 
from the Colorado School of Mines 
Finding the corporate mining world 
and the state of Colorado too 

his family to Montana in the early 

a home and chased errant cattle 

Flathead Valley Community College 
when it occupied a few buildings 
in downtown Kalispell. Teaching 

educational career that spanned 
decades and continues today.

The Glacier Institute outdoor 

countless hiking boots on Montana 

Flathead Valley residents and visitors 
enjoy a greater appreciation of the 

He has presented lectures for the 

World Heritage Site Committee and 
random groups of puzzled tourists. 

It is nearly impossible to list 

accomplishments. He was a founder 
or founding board member of 
Montana Environmental Information 

Montana Environmental Education 

Center for Sustainable Communities. 
He directed the Flathead Coalition 
the FIRST time we fought coalmines 
in the Canadian Flathead and served 
on the Flathead County Planning 
Board well before the current 
population boom.

makes grants to conservation 
and community efforts in the 
Flathead Valley. He fostered the 
Crown of the Continent Ecosystem 

British Columbia and Alberta. He 

community and charity groups in 

Flathead Conservation Roundtable. 
He still roams Montana with rock 

geological analyses that help 
secure cooperative conservation 
agreements on private land 

the Nature Conservancy of Montana. 

they live on Kalispell’s East Side 
and enjoy traveling in Montana and 
abroad. He has three grown sons 

is the director of the Boone and 
Crockett Environmental Education 
Center near Choteau.

An ardent adventurer and consumer 

routes and equipment purchases. A 
photograph of him was once taped to 
the cash register of Rocky Mountain 

good luck charm. He has walked 

impatient bird watcher.

communicating over a cup of coffee 
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